


H. pylori is microaerophilic; optimal growth
occurs in the presence of 5–15% oxygen (16).
Incubation in air results in reduced survival (17) and it
grows poorly under anaerobic conditions (18). The
presence of 5% CO2 seems to provide optimal
conditions, while 10% CO2 led to a loss in
cultivability in one study (19).



Faeces-contaminated water may be a source of
infection; an association between H. pylori and the








